ABIM MOC: Understanding Your Options
The Heart Rhythm Society (HRS) recently shared details about the new American College of
Cardiology (ACC)/American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) Collaborative Maintenance Pathway
(CMP), which was supported by HRS, Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions
(SCAI), and Heart Failure Society of America (HFSA).
Over the past five years, HRS has heard many concerns and a wide range of perspectives on the
ABIM MOC program from members. HRS leadership and member representatives will continue to
work with ABIM, ACC, American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS), and other organizations to
seek solutions that are aligned with what we hear from our members.
While there is still opportunity to improve the MOC process, there has been steady progress and
reform. Beginning in 2020, EP Diplomates will have three options for participating in the MOC
assessment requirement for electrophysiology. As a reminder, those certified in clinical
electrophysiology are not required to maintain certification in cardiovascular disease. The diagram
below outlines the MOC assessment options that will be available.

HRS will not receive any portion of the fees associated with these three options.

What are the differences between the CMP, the ABIM's Knowledge
Check-In, and the traditional MOC exam?

Source: https://www.acc.org/~/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Wordetc/2019/04/17/G19150-Update-Detailed-CMP-FAQ-Flyer-v1-April-15-2019-UPLOADED-April-172019.pdf
The Society’s objective is to help members navigate the available options and choose those that
best meet their individual schedule and learning preferences. HRS members will receive discounted
rates for participation in the EP SAP and ACCSAP assessments.
ACC and ABIM will each have information booths in the Exhibit Hall at the 40th Annual Heart
Rhythm Scientific Sessions in San Francisco, May 8-11, 2019.
ABIM staff will be available at Booth #1859 to:
•
•
•
•

Discuss changes to the MOC program, including the new CMP option
Listen to your ideas
Answer questions about specific requirements related to your certification
Find your ABIM ID number so you may apply to HRS for MOC self-assessment points for
participating in the HRS Scientific Sessions (up to 23 self-assessment points available)

ACC staff will be available at Booth #1957 to:
•
•

Provide additional information about the new ACCSAP and EP SAP CMP options for MOC
Assist in registering to participate in the ACCSAP and/or EP SAP programs (Note: The EP SAP
CMP option will not be available until January 2020). HRS members are eligible to receive the
ACC Member discount for purchasing ACCSAP, EP SAP, or both at the same time.

Additionally, on Thursday, May 9, 2019, from 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM in EPicenter Lab1, Kenneth A.
Ellenbogen, MD, FHRS, Co-Editor of the EP SAP (CMP), will moderate a panel discussion with
Bradley P. Knight, MD, FHRS, Joseph E. Marine, MBA, MD, FHRS, and Westby G. Fisher to
address MOC. Dr. Fisher will also share his survey results from working cardiologists and
electrophysiologists about the new ACCSAP/EP SAP pathway.
We also invite you to share your thoughts on the new MOC pathway options during the open Society
Leadership Lunch Forum on Wednesday, May 8, from 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM in Room 3 with HRS
President Thomas F. Deering, MBA, MD, FHRS, CCDS, and HRS CEO Patricia V. Blake, FASAE,
CAE.
We welcome feedback and are happy to address any questions or concerns. Please contact
info@hrsonline.org.

